
Conference on the presentation of the textbook of 
Professor Lajos Vékás on the General Part of Contract Law

A conference on the presentation of the textbook of Professor Lajos Vékás on the General Part
of Contract Law was held in the Curia’s Large Conference Hall on 17 January 2017, starting
at 2 p.m.

The conference was opened by Dr.  Péter  Darák,  President  of  the Curia,  who praised the
textbook in respect of the chapter on the modification of contracts by the courts and analysed
two business risk-related cases.

Dr.  Tamás  Lábady,  former  President  of  the  Regional  Appellate  Court  of  Pécs,  Honorary
University Professor at the Faculty of Legal and Political Sciences of Pázmány Péter Catholic
University acted as the first speaker of the conference. He emphasised that the soon-to-be
published book is scientifically detailed, yet of simple form, which might serve as a textbook,
a manual and a work inspiring basic research at the same time. He then presented the first part
of  the  textbook,  namely the  six chapters  of  the  part  “General  questions”,  referring  to  an
important element from each chapter.

The second speaker,  Dr.  István  Kemenes,  Head of  the  Civil  Department  of  the  Regional
Appellate Court of Szeged delivered an insightful lecture and recalled the nice memories of
working together with the author during the codification process. He pointed out that the book
forms an integral part of the series of publications related to the contract law of the new Civil
Code. He emphasised that the chapter on breach of contract is clear and well-structured. He
concluded his speech by referring to the author’s encouraging words according to which it is
important to let the new Civil Code produce effects and let it be interpreted in a constructive
manner, since a courageous and constructive application of law is needed to awake the new
Civil Code’s lively multifacetedness.

The third speaker, Dr. László Leszkoven, Associate Professor at the Faculty of Political and
Legal Sciences of the University of Miskolc also started his lecture by invoking a personal
experience  involving  the  author.  He  praised  the  author’s  friendly  approach  towards  his
younger colleagues. He underlined that the book completely lives up to what readers expect
from university textbooks, as it is theoretically well-founded and able to show the use and
application of civil law at a practical level, theory and practice are in perfect balance in the
book, which might be handy and of good use for university students. He particularly endorsed
the author’s to-the-point approach and sense of proportion.

The fourth speaker, Dr. Tibor Nochta, University Professor and Head of Department at the
Faculty of Political and Legal Sciences of the Science University of Pécs praised the author’s
professional work and teaching activities, and qualified him as one of the great Hungarian
civil law experts who had established their own school of thought. He pointed out that one of
the  biggest  achievements  of  the  author’s  work  –  in  particular,  as  a  result  of  his  talent,
dedication, inexhaustible powers of work and organisational skills – had been the adoption of
a new, modern and high-quality Hungarian Civil Code. He underlined that the author had paid
special  attention to  the understandable definition of  and the clear  distinction between the
various legal instruments, and had sought to make the civil law doctrines and concepts more
comprehensible by way of illustrating them through practical examples.

The fifth lecture was delivered by Dr. Balázs Tőkey, Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Political
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and Legal Sciences of Eötvös Loránd University. He praised the textbook’s briefness, good
structure, exceptional transparency and richness in practical examples, which would be of
great help for students in better understanding the problematic issues of the law of obligations.

The last speaker of the conference, Dr. György Wellmann, Head of the Civil Department of
the Curia regarded the book’s reasonable conciseness as a notable strength. He stressed that
the inclusion of the relevant legal provisions into the textbook is a mindful solution, as they
would encourage students to study not only the book, but the Civil Code as well. He also
welcomed  the  textbook’s  exhaustive  references  to  the  courts’ case-law,  from the  Curia’s
uniformity decisions to the most important lower instance court decisions inclusive.

The conference was concluded by the speech of Professor Lajos Vékás. He pointed out that
the  event  was  rather  a  festive  occasion  celebrating  civil  law  and  private  law,  and  the
publication of his textbook provided only an opportunity for that celebration. He expressed
his gratitude to the President of the Curia for the organisation of the conference and to the
rapporteurs for their excellent contributions.

Dr. András Pomeisl
Senior Advisor at the Civil Department of the Curia of Hungary
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